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Welcome 

Greg Urban, Chair 
Deputy Secretary/Deputy Chief Information Officer  

Department of Information Technology 
 

Matt Power, Vice Chair 
StateStat Director 

Office of the Governor 
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Agenda 
• Meet and Greet (9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.) 
• Introductions (Greg Urban and Matt Power) 
• Open Data Council Website (Barney Krucoff) 
• Possible repeal of State Government Section 10-901 through 

10-905 – “Subtitle 9. Automated Mapping – Geographic 
Information Systems” (Barney) 

• Building/maintaining a Public Information Act request registry 
(Josh Exler and Attorney General’s Office)    

• State Stat data request & tips for using Socrata (Josh)  
• Montgomery County Data Inventory & Open Data 

Prioritization (Sonny Segal & Team) 
• Open Discussion (topics to include) 
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Staff to Open Data Council 

Barney Krucoff  
Geographic Information Officer 
Department of Information 
Technology 
Barney.Krucoff@maryland.gov 
443-370-3008 
 
 
Programmatic issues, meeting 
agendas, geographic data, 
research, etc.  

Betsy Jackson 
Executive Assistant to the 
Secretary 
Department of Information 
Technology 
Betsy.Jackson@maryland.gov 
410-260-6614 
 
Logistics, meeting support  

Other helpful people include: Mike Powell, Shelley Spruill, Ken Miller… your 
agency’s StateStat Analyst and MD iMap Liaison 

Josh Exler 
Joshua Exler 
Analyst, Maryland StateStat 
Office of Governor Martin 
O'Malley 
joshua.exler@maryland.gov 
443-744-9014 
 
Socrata, Open Data, 
Coordination 

mailto:Barney.Krucoff@maryland.gov
mailto:Betsy.jackson@maryland.gov
mailto:joshua.exler@maryland.gov
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Council Website 

http://doit.maryland.gov/opendatacouncil 

http://doit.maryland.gov/opendatacouncil
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Possible repeal 

State Government Section 10-901 through 10-905 
– “Subtitle 9. Automated Mapping – Geographic 

Information Systems” 
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2015RS/Statute_Web/gsg/10-

901.pdf 
 

http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2015RS/Statute_Web/gsg/10-901.pdf
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/2015RS/Statute_Web/gsg/10-901.pdf
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Summary of the existing law 

• This statute was enacted in 1992 with the goal of 
sustainably funding the first generation of digital maps. 

• Governmental units may charge more than "the cost to 
create, develop, and reproduce the product in printed 
or hard copy form” to include “a reasonable share of 
the overhead costs of the system.” 

• “Only a person who has entered into a contract with a 
governmental unit may have on-line access to the 
geographic data in a system under the terms of the 
contract.” 
 



Council on Open Data, Meeting #1, 8/25/2014 

DoIT’s Rational for Repeal 
• Financial benefits of selling data have declined as digital base maps 

are no longer an exotic product unique to government 
– MDP sales history available, but we need more financial impact data 

state and local 
• Costs of selling data have remained 

– Transaction costs 
– Legal costs 
– Opportunity costs  

• Harder for agencies and jurisdiction to work together 
• Not consistent with the intent of the 2014 Open Data Law which 

created this Council and treats alphanumeric and geospatial data 
equally. 

• The authority for agencies to charge fees to cover costs associated 
with fulfilling Public Information Act requests will continue to exist.  
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Questions for the Council 

• Do council members know of financial impacts 
of the proposed repeal?  
– If so, please contact Barney. 

• Prior to the 2015 legislative session, DoIT 
would like the Council to take a formal 
position on the repeal. What information and 
process would the Council like to engage in 
prior to a vote?   
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Instructions for Account Creation 
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Questions for Council consideration: 
o How soon can all agencies finish suggesting datasets to upload? 

 
o Which data do the agencies’ partners and stakeholders most frequently request or suggest for 

public access? 
 

o What data do local governments and agencies most frequently request from state agencies? 
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Questions for Council consideration: 
o Have any agencies uploaded Working Copies of any of these datasets, but not made them public? 

 
o What difficulties do agencies’ staff who are “dataset owners”, i.e., the point of contact for uploading 

and maintaining a dataset, face when uploading data to and editing data on the Open Data Portal? 
 
o What other new datasets did the agencies upload in advance of today’s meeting? 

StateStat Training Session on Using Portal Scheduled for October 10th: 
10 am – 6 St. Paul Street, Baltimore (23rd Floor) 
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StateStat Tutorials on Getting Started on the Open Data Portal 
Portal 101 – Formatting 
& Uploading Data  

http://prezi.com/hg7iybe9_g6o/portal-101-uploading-
data/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy 

Portal 201 – Editing Data 
on the Portal 

http://prezi.com/jbrakeupqyue/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium
=copy&rc=ex0share 

http://prezi.com/hg7iybe9_g6o/portal-101-uploading-data/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://prezi.com/hg7iybe9_g6o/portal-101-uploading-data/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy
http://prezi.com/jbrakeupqyue/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
http://prezi.com/jbrakeupqyue/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
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Questions for Council consideration: 
o What other topics should be covered at the in person training, e.g., making graphs, maps, or 

dashboards on the Portal? 
 

o Have agencies’ staff reviewed the Portal 101 and Portal 202 trainings? If so, were the trainings 
elucidating and clear? 
 

o What additional online training tutorials would the Council like to see produced tailored to the Open 
Data Portal? 
 

o Have any Council members reviewed any of the Socrata-produced tutorials for information on 
working on the Portal? 
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Questions for Council consideration: 
o What other data fields would the Council like to see in the PIA form? 

 
o What feedback has OAG provided? 

 
o The guidelines in Chapter 4 state that the data request applicant is under no legal obligation to 

provide his/her name. Should the fields for applicant’s name, organization, and contact information 
be hidden from public view? 
 

o The guidelines in Chapter 4 state that the default form for PIA requests is a written letter, but that 
agencies “may waive the requirement for a written application.” Would the agencies have concerns 
waiving this requirement -- to allow for PIA requests to be submitted online? 
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Questions for Council consideration: 
o Are these license types sufficient for working with private or sensitive data? 

 
o Can the agencies review their datasets to make sure licenses are selected for each? 
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Montgomery County Presentation 
 Sonny Segal 
 Victoria Lewis 
 John Gillick 
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Questions for Council consideration: 
o What other metadata fields should be added? What requirements does the Council see as necessary 

for a comprehensive and robust metadata standard for the Portal? 
 

o Are all agencies and Council members clear on what is required for each metadata field? 
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Open Discussion 
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